The aim of this study is to reveal the views and suggestions of the undergraduate students about the course of piano. Positive views of the students regarding the course are as follows: trainers are very interested in their performance in the course, trainers are role models for them in regard to playing the piano, trainers follow the course hours and the evaluation process of the course is reliable. The participants' negative views about the course are as follows: etudes are very challenging and trainers may not have necessary competence in regard to playing the piano since the class sizes are very high.
Introduction
The piano course is included in the music teaching programs of the universities and offered at each semester for four years. The major objectives of the course include the introduction of the basic piano playing techniques, technical exercises and etudes on piano playing, sample piano works by Turkish and international composers and practical training on the teaching-learning teachniques used in the formal music education. The course by the fourth year of the teacher training program begins to include practices and training on how to teach the piano playing. The training is designed to involve activities to make the prospective teachers competent in teaching the piano playing at the levels of pre-school education and adult training. Evaluating the success of the programs and taking into account the results of such evaluations in shaping the program increase the quality of the program. The views and suggestions of internal and external parties should be taken into consideration in the attempts to improve the existing programs (Umuzdaş, 2012: 3) . The aim of the study is to determine the existing status of the piano course and potential problems related to the course based on the views of the students. In parallel to this aim, the study attempts to answer the following reserach question: "What are your views about the piano course?"
Method
The study employs qualitative reserach method. Qualitative research method produces data without the use of the statistical procedures or other numerical approaches (Altunışık, 2005) . Basic qualities of qualitative research are as follows: being sensitive to the natural environment, assigning a participative role for the researcher in the process, having a holistic approach, revealing the perceptions, flexible research design and inductive analysis (Yıldırım & Şimşek, 2000) .
The study uses a general scanning model, part of the qualitative research approach. Such models can be defined as a scanning arrangements that include either the whole or the part of the population in order to have a general view about the related population (Karasar, 1991: 79) .
In the study the participants were asked to write an essay about their views concerning the piano course. Questions asking people's views try to reveal what they think about or what they perceive about a topic (Balcı, 2010: 147) .
The data obtained through the essays written by the participants were classified through codes and then labelled under three sub-categories of positive views, negative views and suggestions. The statements grouped based on these categories are given in Table. The participants of the study were 76 student teachers attending Gaziosmanpaşa University's Faculty of Education, Branch of Music Education during the cademic year of 2012-2013. Of 76 participants, 29 were males, while 47 were females.
Findings
The statements of the participants grouped based on three sub-categories of positive views, negative views and suggestions are given in Table 1 . The students' views should be taken into consideration in choosing the piano work to be studied in the course. In the course, the methods of piano study should be taught.
The course involve the playing the piano with partners. The course should be planned based on the students' needs.
The credit of the course should be more. The majority of the students are happy in that they have a personal study room in the faculty. They also reported that the piano course provides them with the necessary knowledge and complements their theoretical information. It is also found that the faculty member delivering the course had a positive attitude towards the students taking the course and that the course was delivered in a disciplined way. The findings based on the grade levels of the participants show that those attending the first and third grades reported that they acquired the necessary information from the course. The participants attending the second grade reported that there were parallel points between the piano course and other courses. Senior students reported that they had positive views about the course since there were one-to-one studies in the course.
On the other hand, the majority of the participants thought that the piano works studied in the course were above their levels. In addition, they expressed some negative views about the course, stating that the class hour is not enough and that the lecturer had higher expectations from the students. Such views were mostly reported by those participants attending 1., 3. and 4. grades, emphasizing the higher levels of piano works studied in the course. Those participants attending 2. grade, on the other hand, stated that the fact that the course is compulsory was a negative point about the course.
The majority of the students suggested that the piano course should be optional. As seen in Table 1 , the participants expressed other suggestions about the course: the program of the course should be organized to train student teachers; the number of etudes should be less; and level-appropriate piano works should be studied in the course. Regarding the suggestions by grade levels, it was found that first-grade student teachers suggested that the class hour should be more. Second-grade student teachers reported that the course should involve the piano playing with partners. Both third-and fourth-grade student teachers suggested that the program of the course should be reorganized to train student teachers.
Conclusion and discussion
The piano education is a multi-functional course in that it integrates the skills covered by other courses. Since piano is actively used in teaching profession and a support tool for the courses, the piano course is delivered as a compulsory course at each semester of the teacher training program. In order to improve the function of the piano course it is significant to be informed about the students' views about the course. As a positive view, the participants reported that having a study room in the faculty is an advantage. It indicates the appropriateness of the physical facilities. Furthermore, they reported that the information given to them in the course supports their learnings in the other courses and is useful for them.
As a negative view, the participants reported that the piano works studied in the course require much higher level of competency. The other negative points reported by the participants are about the higher expectancy levels of the trainers, the number of etudes and works. Furthermore, the course can be given as an optional course at the fourth year of the program.
In short, although students have positive views about the delivery, content of the course and the physical facilities, they experience anxiety due to higher levels of the piano works studied in the course.
